of fattrres, the Supprelion 
of Monopolies, Extefding Trade ang 
Commerce, Improvement of - ons and ; -—_* 
- Providing for the Poor of ingdom, 
out Burthening of 5 Ho 
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= An EXPEDIENT for Anſwering the 
= Exigencies of the Governi 
Publick Lotteries, _ 
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And a PROPOSAL f 
dete National De 15 


T. CoA ET r, at Addiſon's 
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LL Perſons are born to ſom 
Hl Employment or other, and it 
Rl would be ridiculous far any one 
XX ERS<=2) to pretend to have nothing to 
do in Life. The Wiſdom of the great 

Creator hath made the whole Race of 
Mankind dependent 'on each other ; thoſe 
of the moſt refin'd Senſe, are fitted for the 
ſublimeſt Employments, and Perſons of 
meaner Underſtandings, qualified to be 
ſubſervient to them. If all Men were 
equally endow'd with the Faculties of 
Reaſon, or were 8 wp Rich alike, 5 
121 i; ric 


— 


a wv 


Idleneſs and Beggary, and not in Induſfryj; 


(a) +» 


Rich only, there would be no ſuch thing for 


& 


as a State of Dependency, or any In- for 
duſtry in the World; Mankind would not pu 


be accommodated with half their Neceſ- up 


of 


ſaries, Pride and Luxury would uſurp the fro 
| place of Induſtry, and the greateſt Per- 9 


ſonages be obliged to be their own Ser. 
vants. = 1 Cs 

7 = 18 
If the Manufacturers ſhould deny to E 


employ themſelves, how ſhould we be fur- Be 


- * 


niſh' with Clothes that are fitting? And I 


3 


how could we enjoy Subſiſtence to Live? 1 Ol 
"Tis therefore neceſſary we ſhould have t 
ſome Tradeſmen and Poor, as well as Gen- G 


- ry and Rich, to maintain that Depen- I 
dency which promotes our Proſperity, 


S 


and notwithſtanding Independency is the = 
great Bent of all our Actions. __ 
A numerous Poor is ever a Convenience 
and Advantage to a Trading Country, 
where thoſe Poor are employ'd as they #7 
ought, in profitable Manufactures : But 
where there is a Negligence in the Employ- 7 

ment of them; they are encouraged in 


they are, in a manner, tolerated in Va- 


grancy, when they ſhauld. be: laborious * 


8 
7 
2 


9 . 
for 
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thing for the Publick ; and are rewarded 
In- for their Slothfulneſs, inſtead of being 

d not puniſhed; then indeed they are a Weight 

Jeceſ- upon a Kingdom, and all Perſons ſuffer 


p the from the pernicious Conſequences. 


x 
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1 am forry to fay this is too much our 


1 Ser. 4 IS 1 | 
Caſe at prefent in this Kingdom, Did we 


conduct the Affairs of our Poor from the 


1y to Example of Holland, we ſhould have no 


7 


e fur- | Beggars peſtering our Streets, no need of 


deſiſt Vagabonds. In Holland they are all em- 
tions, ploy'd; they are all obliged to Labour, 
ive? or Puniſhment is their Reward; and by 
have this means; no Beggar is to be ſeen, their 
Government is ſtrengthen'd, and the 


Gen- 
Dutch grow formidable. 


And Taxes on Pariſhes, nor Statutes againſt 


5 
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*, 
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If we follow'd in the Steps of this little, 
but flouriſhing State, we ſhould make a 
much more conſiderable Figure than we 
ience do amongft the Nations of Exrope. Our 
ntry, Trade at home would be equal to our 
Commerce abroad, and the higheſt Proſpe- 
X rity be our Portion; we ſhould be free 
from the great Imputation we have long 
lain under, that of being a Mighty Na- 
tion, great for the Senſe and Valour of its 
3 Inhabitants, but weak in its Laws for 


1 


04) 


employing the Poor, and rewarding In. 
duſtry. 7700 1 8 


To point out theſe Failings and De-. 
fects, ſhall not be ſo much my Buſineſs, as 
to offer ſome Expedients to redreſs them, 


and encourage our Manufacture, And in 


purſuance, of this great Work, I would 


humbly propoſe, that all Site and Hollands, | 


and other Linnens, now imported from 


abroad, under ſuch and ſuch Prices, ſhould 
be entirely prohibited Importation in Exg- + 


land; fo that the Home- Trade of this 


Kingdom might thereby increaſe, GE che F 
Employment of our Poor: By their Em- 


ployment they live, and by their living, 


their Employers proſper. This I expect 
ſhould alarm certain Trading- Companies, 
and ſome of our Merchants; but the De- 
ſign and Juſtice of what I propoſe, is not 
to be diſputed. | U 


If by reaſon of a Law of this nature, 
ſome of our Traders ſhould have leſs Trade 
abroad, and conſequently the Revenue of 
the Cuſtoms be leſſen'd, both may be re- 


paired with very little Trouble. Tis thne 


ſame thing whether a Man grows rich and 
powerful as a Merchant, or a Weaver; 
and as one or the other, he may certainly 
do it: and the Deficiency of the Royal 

5 | e Revenue 


r 


099. 
Revenue might be ſufficiently ſupplied, 
by laying a Tax upon' Looms ; which 
every Manufacturer ſhould be obliged ro 
pay, on the Goods I have enumerated be- 
ing made contraband in Great Britain, 


If our Home-Trade was under ſuch an 
Encouragement, thouſands of Poor, who 
now are idle and wandering about rhe 
Country, and often exerciſing themſelves 
in pilfering and ſtealing, would never 
want Employment; nor conſequently Re- 
lief from thoſe Pariſhes, which they are at 
preſent almoſt an inſupportable Burden to: 
And we have Products ſufficient within 
the Dominions of our King, for the in- 
duſtrious Employment of all our Poor. 


To diſcountenance and puniſh Idleneſs, 
if a Law were enacted, That all Perſons 
of Ability to labour, who ſhould refuſe to 
be employ'd, ſhould be Proclaimed ar 

the Market-Crols, or other moſt publick 
Place of the Pariſh, (like to Prodigals and 
Spend-thrifts in Fravce and Holland) as 
ſlothful and idle Perſons, and a Diſgrace 
to their Families and Pariſhes, and then 
be {tripped and-laſhed round the Town: 
This Infamy and Severity would be at- 
tended with the greateſt Promiſes of a Re- 
formation, And to render a Statute of 
| 5 this 


(6) 
this kind, of Force and Effect, the Tithing- 
Man, or other Pariſh-Officer, neglecting 
his Duty in executing the Puniſhmenr, 
ſhould be liable to the like corporal Pains 
as the Perſon offend ing, on Conviction be- 
fore the next Juſtice of Peace; And if ſuch 
Juſtice ſhould be negligent in cauſing the 


Tithing-Man to be puniſh'd, on Com- 


plaint being made before a proper Magt- 
ſtrate, or Ac ion commenc'd in a Court 


of Judicature, he ſhould be liable to the 


Penalty of 100 J. to the Poor and the In- 
former. oy 


By theſe adequate Penalties, ſuch a Law 
would be made effectual; and without 
them, it would prove as our Statutes of- 


tentimes do, merely a dead Letter. Then 
after the corporal Puniſhment was over 
for the firſt Offence; if ſuch idle ſturdy 
Poor ſhould ſtill refuſe ro employ them- 


ſelves in Work, they would very well 
merit to be kept lock'd up as Lunaticks, 
with frequent Corrections; and a third 


time refuſing, to be dealt with as Felons, 
without Benefit of Clergy, 


| The Juſtice of this Part of the Law 


propoſed, carries with it a ſeeming Rigour, 
and roo grear Severity ; but if we conſider 
our former Laws, it cannot be ſo conſtrued: 
= and 


(7) 
And as Man, without Employment, is a 
uſeleſs Part of the Creation; and a Bur- 
then to others, who live by their honeſt 
Induſtry; ſo *tis no more than neceſſary 


that Laws ſhould be fram'd to eompel 


them to be of Service to the Common- 
wealth, and that we might not rob the 
Induſtrious to provide for the Indolent. 


For the Employment of theſe Poor, in 


our Trade and Manufactures, it would be 


convenient, that in every Pariſh of the 
Kingdom a publick Work-houſe ſhould be 
erected and eſtabliſh'd, under the Con- 
duct of Clothiers, Weavers of Linnen, 
and other Artificers, who ſhould be en. 
joined to manage them ; and to employ 
the Poor of their ſeveral Pariſhes. Theſe 
Work-houſes, indeed, ſhould be built at 


the publick Expence; but afterwards, the 


Publick be wholly exempted from Taxes 
and Aſſeſſments: And to provide for 
the Management of theſe Houſes, it might 
be proper to Enact, that no Clothier, Wea- 
ver, Oc. ſhould be permitted to ſet up his 
Trade, in any Town or Pariſh, or other- 
wiſe to follow his Calling, but ſuch as 
{hould be concern'd in ſuch Work-houſes; 
who might be inveſted with the Power not 


only to employ, but moderately to correct 


the Poor under their Care. 
This 


This would be infinitely better than our 


County Work-houſes, or Houſes of Cor 75 
5 | . f 1 t 
rection; which are chiefly under the Go- 1 
vernment of meer Goalers, who are not lic 
fo forward or fo qualified ro employ them FF .. 


as they ought. We have lately had a 
Statute made for Lodging of poor People 
in Pariſhes, and ſetting them to work for 
1 their Relief and Maintenance: But unleſs 
'M 2 a Penalty be added to this Law, leviable 
on the Officers of Pariſhes for their Neg- 

| ligence ; and except ſuch Officers were, in 
fome meaſure, Traders in ſome of our 
| Manufactures, we are not to expect this 
Law ſhould take place. Nor in that I 
have mentioned, as to Work-houſes in 
Pariſhes, would what I have propoſed be 
of any Avail, if every Pariſh were not 
liable to 500 J. Forfeirure, or ſome other 

large Penalty, for every Omiſſion in pro- 
viding ſuch Houſes. ; 


N 
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5 And by the good Management of Pa- 
| rochial Work-houſes, the young and the 

, = tuſty Poor. would be able to ſupport the 2? 

4 impotent and old. Thoſe who were under 
* the Age of forty Years, ſhould be obliged 
3 to make Deductions and Allowances out 
| | of their Wages, not exceeding a fourth 
| Part, payable to the Churchwardens and 

| | Over- 


(9). 


Nee of Pariſhes, for the Subſiſtence of 


others, above the Age of Sixty; or under 
# choſe Years, when viſited with Sickneſs. 
I take it, this would be a means of re- 
Waris all the Poor of this Kingdom, 


without burthening of Pariſhes. 


The great Objection to this Scheme, I 
expect will ariſe from the Clothiers and 
Weavers; : They may be apt to Reaſon as 
follows. Shall we be forced to maintain 
the numerous Poor of the Kingdom, and 
be alſo taxed in our Looms? Surely theſe 


1 are Terms very hard and injurious! Such 
like Arguments, may be ſtarted in behalf 


of our Manufacturers, tho' with little 


® Juſtice, all things conſidered. 


For as to the Maintenance of the Poor 
by our Clothiers and Manufacturers, it 


can be no Grievance or Hardſhip, becauſe 


the Clouuers and Manufacturers have the 
Work and Labour of the Poor for ſuch 
Maintenance; nay, 'tis ſo far from being 
a Hardſhip upon them, that the main- 
taining of theſe Poor is, in conſequence, 
the Maintenance of themſelves; for they 
cannot ſubſiſt without Trade, nor can 
Trade be carried on and ſupported with- 
out Hands: and thoſe Hands of the Poor 
which are found to be inexpert, and not 


(10 ) F 
fit even to be Spinners and Carders, or for | 
other Buſineſs of the Clothiers, may be 
reſign'd to our Hempen Manufacturers, and 
the Farmers and Tillers of Lands, to be 
employ'd in Husbandry, according to the 

Scheme I ſhall propoſe on that Head. 


The Taxing of Looms may, at firſt 
view, ſeem to bear hard upon the Wea- 
vers; but as the Increaſe of our Trade 
at Home, by the Prohibition of the Im. 
portation of Silks, Hollands, and other 
Linnens from abroad, would, in all pro- 
bability, be exceeding great, the Weaver 
may ſubmit to a Tax of this kind, ſuffl- 
cient to anſwer the Deficiency of the 
Cuſtoms, and be no way a Loſer by this 
Scheme; but on the contrary, a Gainer: 
But, ſay ſome Perſons, this may be an Oc- 
caſion of inhancing the Prices of Cloth 
and Linnen, and by that means be a Grie. 
vance to the Publick; tho? theſe Inconve- 
niencies may. be ealily prevented, by re- 
quiring an Aſſeſſment to be made of the 
| of ſuch Goods, under the like Re- 
ſtrictions as the Rates of Bread and Beer 
are regulated by Juſtices, 
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Having ſolved the principal Objectionss 
I apprehend may be made to what I have 
propoſed concerning our Manufactures, 


— — 


n) 


and the Home- Trade of the Kingdom, by 
the Proſperity whereof the Poor are em- 
ploy'd, and our Tradeſmen become Pur- 
cCchaſers of Landed Eſtates; I ſhall next 


cConſider how Eſtates in Lands may be In- 


Froved in their Value, and thereby alſo 
our Poor be employ'd; with what En- 


couragements may be fitting to be given, 


and Puniſhments inflicted, for enforcing 
the ſame. | 2 


Since the People of Eugland have not 
all of them a Spirit of Induſtry, nor will 
they in all Caſes take Pains to advance 
their own Profit; I would propoſe, to en- 
courage Farmers, and Tenants, and Owners 
of Eſtates, that ſuch who ſhould Improve 
them to five Shillings in twenty Shillings 
beyond their wonted yearly Value, ſhould 
be excuſed, by their Landlords, from all 
Repairs, and from ſerving Pariſh-Offices ; 
and ſuch Perſons whoſe Eſtates were their 
own, ſhould be exempted by the Govern- 
ment from Payment of the Land-Tax for 
ſeven Years to come, provided ar the end 
bf that Term, the ſame Lands ſhould con- 
tinue Improved to the ſame yearly Value: 
And if any Tenant, or Occupier of an 
- Eſtate, the Lands whereof were at any 
time improveable, ſhould neglect to im- 
prove ſuch Lands, in the beſt and moſt 
15 C 2 husband- 


(12) 


husband-like manner, he ſhould incur a 
Forfeiture of five Shillings per Acre for all 
thoſe Lands neglected to be Improved, to 
the Landlord of the Eſtate, or Lord of the 


Mannor, and be doubly taxed by the 


Land-Tax Acc. 


Were all thefe Rewards and Penalties 


annexed to a Law of this kind, in twenty 


Years ſpace, the Landed-Intereſt of the 
Kingdom would amount to at leaſt one 
third more in Value than it does at pre- 
ſent ; and I cannot ſee any material Ob- 
ject ion can be made to this Propoſal, be- 
cauſe we have a Statute in being, for 
exempting Improvements of barren Lands 
from Tithes and Church-Duties for the, 
'Term of ſeven Years; and I think that a 


Remiſſion of the Land-Tax is equally rea- 


ſonable, eſpecially if at the Expiration of 
the Term propoſed, a Tax was laid on the 
Lands ſo Improved, according to their ut- 
moſt Improved yearly Value, which would 
ſoon compenſate the Government for the 
Lears of Exemption. 


* 


| "The Tenants and Owners of Lands 


ſhould be enforced, under Penalties, to ac- 


cept of all poor Perſons able to work, who 
ſhould offer their Service, or be appointed 
by the Officers of Pariſhes; at leaſt, it 
„ would 


would be convenient that both Clothiers 
and Farmers ſhould be compellable to take 
ſuch a Number of poor Apprentices, 
and accept of ſo many poor Servants, in 
proportion to the Eſtates and the Stocks 


they enjoy'd, upon a rational Calculation 


08 Te 


to be made for their Uſe and Employment; 
and the Negligences of Servants ſhould 


be _puniſh'd, by Whipping in the moſt 


publick and exemplary manner. If this 
were ſtrictly enjoin'd, between our Huſ- 


125 
<8 


band men, . Clothiers, and Weavers, (ob- 


Poor, not Impotent, would be provided 
for; or if not, by the Improvement of the 
= National Fiſhery : And the Aged and Im- 
potent might be Relicved and Subſiſted out 
of the DeduQtions to be made from the 
Mages of the Able, by the Conduct of 
= the Overſeers of the Poor of Pariſhes, in 
manner as I have mentioned; and be kept 
in ſeparate Apartments of the Parochial _ 
Mork: houſes. | 


( 14 ) 


or a better Species of Timber, and the 


like Quantity of Under- Wood, under the 


Penalty of twenty Shillings for every 1 


Tree wanting, and of five Pounds 


Acre for every Acre of the Under- Wood; 1 
whereby rhe Pleaſure and Profit of theſe 


Eſtates would be very much preſery*d, 


__ - Nere Iam naturally led to what a No- 

ble and Ingenious Author hath lately writ 7 
on the Subject of Husbandry, in the King- 7 
dom of Ireland; and tho? it be upon Im- 


provements in that Country, may not be 
improper to be practis'd in this: His 
Book was printed at Dublin, in the Year 
1723. and is entitled, Some Conſiderations 


Ploying the Poor In this Treatiſe, his 
Lordſhip has the following Paragraph. 

Nov, as to Agriculture, I ſhould hum- 
bly propoſe, that a School for Husbandry 
were erected in every County, wherein 

an expert Maſter of the Methods of 
Agriculture ſhould teach, at a fix'd yearly 
Salary ; and that Twfer's old Book of 
Husbandry ſhould be taught to the Boys, 

* toread, to copy, and get it by heart; 
© to which end, it might be re- printed 
and diſtributed. In theſe Schools, I 
would not have any Precepts, Diffe- 
| | * rence, 
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. (15) 
(„ © rence, or Diſtinction of Religions ta- 
e ken notice of, and nothing taught but 
only Husbandry and good Manners ; 
band that the Children ſhould daily ſerve 
Cod, according to their own Religions, 
(this School not being the proper Place tg 
make Proſelytes in: I doubt not but 
( ſome ſuch Method as this would make 
Husband- men, and prevent the Increaſe 
on < of the ef . + 


In another place, ſpeaking of the Acts 
of Parliament for encouraging the plant- 
ing and preſerving of Timber, he hath 
= theſe Obſervations. * We ſhall ſoon (fays 
XZ © this Author) ſee an end of Tanning and 


Building, and not ſo much as a Ship 


will be upon the Stocks, if very ſpeedy 
= © and effectual Care be not taken in this 
moſt neceſſary Point. We mult not de- 
pend upon the Woods of Norway, which 
upon any Quarrel between Princes, 
Would fail us; and without that, our 
Timber will be quite conſumed in one 
Generation, being already generally cut 
don, eſpecially near the Sea-fide? 


8 
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This the Lord M —— hath written, 


with reſpect to Ireland; and his Notions 
are ſo excellently good, that they were re- 
-z ceived with the utmoſt Applauſe by the 
| N W whole 
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(6 16.) 
whole Ir; Nation; and I dare preſume, 
will be approv'd of by all Perſons here, 


bandry, or are ſenſible of che declining 
State of the Woods of this Kingdom. 


Now I proceed to Monopolies in Trade, 


which I ſhall undertake to prove not only |_Þ 
pernicious to the Publick, but "greatly 7 


contributing to the Poor of this King- 
dom. That Monopolies are a Bane to 
Trade in general, and their greateſt Uſe, 
to advance a few, at the Expence of ma- 
ny, is not very difficult to be made out. 
When Goods and Merchandize are in the 
Hands of every honeſt Trader, who makes 
it his Bulineſs to deal in thoſe Goods, the 
Publick is ſure to be well ſerv'd, and not 
to be Impoſed upon either in the Price or 
Goodneſs of the Commodities they want ; 


for if ſome refuſe to fell them at a reaſo- 


nable Rate, there are others that will do 
it: But where Goods and Merchandize 
are ingroſſed into the Hands of a Company 
of Men, who have a Grant or Charter for 
ſuch their Trade, and all others are de- 
nied the Benefit of it, they will ever unite 
in affixing exorbitant Prices, and make 
the Publick accept of the worſt of Goods 
on the deareſt Terms; and the People re- 
quiring their Commodities, will be oblig'd, 
| | as 


RD 


as they can go no where elſe, to ſubmir to 
the Impoſition. The Contract, in theſe 
Caſes, is Force upon the Buyer, and, as it 
were, on one ſide only; which is contrary 
to the nature of all other Contracts, and 


. 7 againſt the Laws and Statutes of Exgland. 


This, I think, ſufficiently explains the 
Conſequences of Monopolies, And, indeed, 
by a Law enacted in the Reign of King 
James I. All Monopolies, and Commit- 
ſions for the ſole buying, felling, and 
making of Goods and Manufactures, are 
declared to be void; and Perſons grieved 
thereby, are entitled to recover treble 
Damages and Colts : But this Ac doth 
not extend to the Inventors of new Manu- 
factures, that have Patents or Grants from 
the Crown for Terms of Years, nor. to 
any Grant or Privilege for Printing, or to 
Corporations or Companies of Trade. 


By the Statute I have taken notice of, 

all Monopolies of Goods are declared un- 
lawful, and prohibited ; but the great 
Monopolies of Companies of Trade, are 
excepted out of the Act, and this Ex- 
ception hath , been Matter of Complaint. 
As the Sea is open and common to all, fo 
likewiſe ſhould be our Trade: By this 
means, Commerce would be extended; 
6ðõc; ED every 
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(15) 
every Merchant would be an Adventurer 
to the remoteſt Parts of the World; our 
Shipping and Navigation would increaſe ; 
our Poor be Employ'd, and the Trading- 
Part of the Nation grow equally Rich, 
Great, and Conſiderable. | | 


Hou juſt and equitable it would be, in 
a Nation of Liberty, is humbly ſubmit- 
red. Trade ought to be equally free to a 
free-born People; and the Great ſhould 


be protected, without ſwallowing up the 


Small. The erecting Companies of Trade 
is, generally ſpeaking, conſtituting ſo ma- 
ny Tyrants and Lords over others, who 
exerciſe their Authority with an arbitrary 
Sway, to augment their unreaſonable 
Gains, at the coſt of the Public: They are 
the Leviathans that devour all others. 


If every Subject of Great Britain was 


permitted to trade to the Eaſi Indies, to 


the Coaſts of Africa, and the South Sea, 
what Addition would be made to our 
Fleets of Merchandize, is not eaſy to be 
conjectur'd: Nor is the Number of Hands, 
collected from our Poor, that would be 
conſtantly employ'd in our Trade and Na- 
vigation, As it is, I fear a third Part of 
the Kingdom are excluded from the moſt 
profitable Commerce, and obliged to be 
* | Caaſters 
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* Coaſters and Packet-Boat Traders, inſtead 
of being Merchants. 


But here I expect very formidable Ob. 


jections: That our Trading-Companies 
have adyanc'd ſeveral Millions for the 
U ſſes of the Government, and are ever 
at hand to ſupport the publick Exigen- 
dies; for which Reaſons they ought to 
de encourag'd. To anſwer theſe Objec- 
tions, in the moſt ſtrain'd Senſe of them, 
I ſhall not pretend: But certainly very 


large Sums of Money, for the publick 
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Services, could be very well raiſed by a 
JTirade- Licence. If all Traders to our Set- 


tlements and Plantations abroad, were to 
pay for a Licence for the Shipping they 


tend thither, which they might reaſona- 
> bly yield to, a great Augmentation would 
3 foll 


ow to the Royal Revenues, and all 
Men would be contented and eaſy, as they 
would all of them be upon an equal 
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Though ſome will ſay, how ſhall the 
Parliament pay off the Debts and Engage- 
ments to theſe Companies, and Redeem 
the Funds? This would be thought almoſt 


impracticable. But might not this Gene- 


ral Trade- Licence be mortgag'd for a cer- 


tain Term of Years ? And would not Mo- 
1 D 2 ney 
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ney enough be thereby raiſed, at the uſual 
Intereſt, to anſwer this great Purpoſe? L 
take it, this mighr be done with good 
Succeſs. Fe n 


As to Patents of a private Nature, for 
inventing of Manufactures, they are un- 
doubtedly well- deſign'd for promoting Im- 
provements; but, in my humble Opinion, 
to prevent the Impoſitions of Patentees, 
and thoſe who are concern'd with them, 
whoſe Avarice is often inſatiable, it would 
be infinitely better for the Government to 
grant a Reward, ſuitable to the Trouble 
and Expence in the Diſcovery, to the Per- 
ſon who was the Inventor, and lay a mo- 
derate Tax on the Productions of the In- 
vention, which all Perſons ſhould be at li- 
berty to make, as their Genius and Capa- 
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city ſhould incline them. 
es are too apt to Tyrannize; 
they ſeldom fail ro uſe thoſe Perſons ill, vo 
are not to be ſerved and accommodated 1 
by any other Hands than their own : They 7 
have the Royal Protection on their fide, * 
and all others are, in ſome meaſure, at 
their Mercy. Tis therefore highly re. 
ſonable, that all private Patents ſhould be 
under ſuch Reſtrictions and Penalties, as 
that the exorbitant Prices of the Patentees 
Folk == {ſhould 


q All Patente 
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ſual 7 mould be deemed and puniſh'd as Extor- 

? T tion, and their Patents be ſubjected to For- 

ood ffeiture, on any Neglect or Violation of 

'2 __ Dut 7). 

for Perſons 1 a Royal. Licence, aſſume 

un- "Fas it were Regal Authority, in the worſt 

Im- 8 Senſe of it, and treat contemptuouſly all 

ion, Athey have Concerns with, contrary to the 

tees, 3 of their Charters, and deroga- 

em, to the common Intereſts and Free- 

ould dom of Engliſhmen. 

t to 

uble After what I have offer'd for the Bene- 

Per- fit of the Publick, I ſhall conſider how 

mo- the Exigencies of the State (on particular 

In- Occaſions) may be ſupplied and anſwered, 

t li- Y vitbout Publick Lotteries. I would, in this 

apa. ceaſe, humbly propoſe, that, as an Encou- 

ragement to thoſe who lend Money to the 

- 7 = Governmenr, every Perſon who ſhould ad- 
ize; vance and bring into the Exchequer the 
who Son of 10001: ſhould be entitled to and 
ated 4 Yor claim, over and above the Intereſt 
= | 2 of his Money, a Place or Office in the 
= | Fe the Buſineſs whereof he 
At eus be capable of executing, of 1-0]. 

red. Annum, on the next Vacancy ariſing 1 
d be | After the time of the Lending; and ſo in 
„ as proportion for all further Sums advanc'd. = 
tees | This would be a means of raifing very : 
2uld | conſide- 


Wauld have done it; and I hope no eat 


eaf | 
the Helm of Affairs, will cenſure my Con- 
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conſiderable Supplies, for the publick Oc- 


caſions, and of doubly ftrengthening the 


preſent Ad miniſtration; for thoſe Perſons 


who were promoted to Offices by theſe 
Politicks, would be zealous and indefati- 


gable in their Endeayours to preſerve that 
Government, under which they had Pro- 


ſperity, if it were only to render ſafe the 


Enjoyment of their Places, and Repay- 
ment of their Loans, and not out of Prin- 


ciple. And the putting Men of Fortune 
into Place, would, In a great meaſure, I | 


prevent publick Corruption. 


I don't doubt but what I here propoſe, © | 
may be thought a Romantick Scheme by 
thoſe (if we have any ſuch) whoſe Gran- ; 


deur and Magnificence are ſupported by 
the Sale of Offices; But with Men of pub- 
lick Spirit, and publick Virtue, it will not 
be thus thought of: and I verily believe, 
a Million of Money a Year might be an- 
nually raiſed by a Project of this kind im- 
partially executed. HO 


If this Scheme ſhould not ſucceed now, 
T have known the time when perhaps it 


Perſonage, who has the Honour to 


duct in what I have laid down, eſpecially 


when 


(23) 


when I aſſure him, I am ſo far from being 


Maſter of no Sums to advance the Go- 
vernment, and conſequently (tho? I ſhould 
happen to have Capacity) have no Preten- 
ſions for Places and Preferments. | 


I now come to my laſt Propoſal, for 
Payment of the National Debts ; wherein 
I ſhall take ſome notice of what a great 
2Z Stateſman, as I have been inform'd, hath 
lately attempted to accompliſh, To regu- 
late the Land. Tax of this Kingdom, would 
be a Glory to the Patriot effecting it, not 
to be parallel'd; it would merit future 
Statues and Honours, and its preſent Re- 
ward be the Praiſes of all Honeſt Men. 


This Tax, the greateſt in the World, is 
at preſent, and ſo hath ever been, exceed- 
| ingly unequal: It is very common for one 
Perſon to pay four Shillings in the Pound, 
(when ſuch a Tax is granted by Parliament) - 
and for another in the fame Pariſh, and 
contiguous to the Inhabitant thus rated 
not to pay two Shillings in the Pound; 
ha ve known it not exceed one Shilling and 
Six-pence, which is a Difference ſome Peo- 
ple will think unjuſt and intolerable, 
The Occafion of this great Inequality, 
hath proceeded from the different Woe 
i | an 


partial to my own Intereſts, that I am 
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and Principles of Owners of Eſtates, 
Who, in the beginning of the Reign of 


King William, when the Land-Tax was 


firſt commenc'd, rated themſelves propor. 
tionably to their Zeal, by tranſmitting to 
the Exchequer ſuch Eſtimates and Particu- 
lars of the Value of their Inheritances, as 
they in Prudence thought fit; ſome un- 
thinking Perſons judging the Tax to be 
only occaſional, were ſo very ſincere as to 
give in true Valuations; but others, of 


greater Penetration, from political No- 
tions that this Ceſs would be continual, 
exhibited their Rentals much under Va- 


lue; by which means, the great Diſpro- 
portion of this Tax aroſe: from its In- 
fancy, and hath always had Duration, 


The Truth of what There aſſert is very 
well known; and why this Tax, which fo 


much affects the Gentry of Great Britain, 


ſhould not be Regulated and made Equal, 
I don't underſtand. In my humble Opi- 
nion, it ought to be made Equal. For 
one to pay three Shillings in the Pound for 
bis Eſtate, and another but one Shilling, 
is a Grievance too great not to be com- 
plain'd of; but for the ſtrongeſt and juſt- 
eſt Complaint, no Remedy is provided by 
Law, unleſs a Man's Eſtate is tax'd ex- 
ceeding four Shillings in the Pound 9 
Bus T9 n 


} LM) 
this is a very extraordinary Caſe, that 
rarely or never happens, and conſequently 
is ſeldom or never redreſs'd. 


I don't call it unlawful, that I am taxꝰd 2: 20. 
beyond my Neighbour, becauſe *tis the =” 
Law that does it; but I muſt, with great \ "2. 
Submiſſion, term it unreaſonable: And if 
this Tax were under due Regulation, it 
| would bring in double the great Sum it 

does at preſent, free from all Complaints 
and publick Clamours. 1 Y 


I ſee no Reaſon the Government ſhould³ 
not regulate a Tax of ſuch Importance to Mi 
it: But it is publick Spirit muſt effect it. _— 
If our Legiſlators ſhould not have the —_ 
Courage to tax themſelves, this great = 
Work muſt remain to adorn that Age "— 
wherein it may be accompliſh*d : But I 2 
will not deſpair of its Succeſs, even now ; _— 
and therefore, ſhall intimate how it may == 


4 


be effected. ? 1 


I would propoſe, that a univerſal Sur- B 
vey be made of all the Lands in Exglaud, "a 
under the Conduct of Com miſſioners =. 
and Surveyors General of Shires, who 
{ſhould have full Authority to ſend for Per- N 
ſons and Papers, and of enquiring int ⁵ 
the Value of Eſtates, in every part of te 
3 K ffir 
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Kingdom; with Power of entering upon 
A Lands for that purpoſe, adminiſtring Oaths 
to Witneſſes, and impanelling of Jurors, 
= if the ſame ſhould be 5 Theſe 
Commiſſioners and Surveyors ſhould take 
A f an Oath faithfully and impartially to exe- 
| cute their Offices; and being convicted 
x of Perjury, in favouring” any Perſons, 
= _- ſhould, inſtead of the uſual Puniſhment 
_ HE inflicted for this Crime, be render'd infa- 
mous Perſons, and made liable to a For- 
feiture of 5001. or otherwiſe be ſeverely, 
if not capitally puniſhed. This would 
_ ſufficiently deter all fraudulent Practices, 
* . and effectually diſcover the great Truth, 
=. as to the Value of Eſtates. And theſe 
=—_ . _ Commiſſioners ſhould tranſmit the Efti- 
| mates they made of the Eands in the ſeve- 
ral Counties of Exgland into the Exchequer, 
Where they ſhould be enter'd and regi- 
ſter'd in a modern Book of Survey, in the 

nature of Domeſday, ß. 


Ihen might this Tax be levied with the 
ſtricteſt Juſtice go all the Subjects of this 
Kingdom; and this Tax alone, would 
pay off our Debts and National Incum: 
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